
Rev 3:14 (KJV) And unto the angel of the church of the Laodiceanswrite: These things saith the Amen, the faithful 
and true witness, the beginning of the creation of God;

This last church represents the last church age. It will be the major movement in Christianity just before the Rapture of thechurch. 



It will not be the only church around. At least five of the other churches mentioned will still be functioning. Ephesus, becauseit lost its first 
love, had its candlestick plucked. The Smyrna age ended when Emperor Constantine lifted the persecutions from the church. Through the 
ages, however, there have been many who suffered as the Smyrna members and have been comforted by its message. The Pergamos
church represented the Greek Orthodox. Following Pergamoswas Thyatira or the Roman Catholic Church, then Sardis, the church of the 
Reformation; after Sardis, Philadelphia--the Holiness church that dearly loved the Lord Jesus Christ. This was the missionary church which 
kept the Word of God, especially concerning the Rapture of the church. Jesus promised to keep that church from the Tribulation. The 
message ended with a warning to not let any man take their crown. Now we have come to the last of the seven--Laodicea. This church, in 
my opinion, finds its fulfillment in the Charismatic and the "Church Growth" movements. In its ranks are the "Word of Faith Movement," the 
"Prosperity Movement," the "Third Wave," "Seeker Friendly" church growth methods, "Purpose Driven" system of the "Mega-Church" 
planting and its clones. As we look at the evidence found in the name, the history, and the message of this church and the city of Laodicea 
that the church is in, everything will come into focus. 

Laodicea was founded Circa 260 B.C. by Antiochus II. He named the city for his wife, 
Laodice(whom he later divorced). The Romans took control of the city in 129 B.C. 
and made it a "free city." 

In time it became a large and prosperous city. It was known for its famous hot 
springs, a medical center which produced a Phrygian eye salve, which was in great 
demand, and a prosperous wool industry which specialized in black wool. Notice 
Rome took control of Laodicea. This church age will find itself controlled and filled 
with Roman Catholic doctrine.

Laodicea was a popular 
place for wealthy people 
to retire. This made the city 
a famous banking center. The wealth of the city caused her to be proud and 
self-sufficient. Unfortunately, the material prosperity of the citizens produced a 
very materialistic church. This church could only exist in a wealthy city. This 
movement must have a wealthy area to thrive. This has been provided by the 
United States. 



Laodicea was populated with Jews and Syrians whom Antiochus II had moved from Babylon. It was a city made up of people moved from 
one place to another. What was true of the city was true of the church. The church age Laodicea represented would also be made up of 
people moving from one place to another. They were Baptist, Methodist, and Pentecostal Holiness, who are moved into the new 
movements, thinking that they are going to be a part of the "Great End Time Movement." Many members of Philadelphia will be tempted 
to abandon their spiritual heritage and journey to Laodicea. The "Mega-Church Movement"would be like a huge fishing net entrapping 
believers from every corner of the Christian sea.It would not be Christ but Antichrist who moves these people to the Laodicea age and 
church. As we will learn later, Antiochus actually means Antichrist.

How and where the church received its name is most enlightening. The city where the church was founded got its name from Antiochus II 
(Antiochus Theos), who built it. He named the church after his wife. A woman whom history reveals belongs in the company of women like 
Jezebel of Old Testament fame and the Jezebel of the Thyatira church and "Mystery Babylon" of Revelation 17. 

Her name in Greek is Laodikeia. It comes from two words: 
Lao = people and decia, ŘŜŜΩ-kay; right (as self-evident), i.e., 
justice (the principle, a decision, or its execution)- judgment, 
punish, vengeance. Decia= justice. Laodicea means "justice 
for the people" or a people who will suffer the vengeance 
and punishment of God. 

The name of [ŀƻŘƛŎŜΩǎhusband was Antiochus Theos. His 
name is also revealing. Antiochus means "against" or 
"instead of." Theosis the Greek word for God. Together his 
name means "instead of God" or "Antichrist." Laodicewas 
married to Antichrist. 

Note: the Laodiceanchurch ends up married to Antichrist since Jesus promised to spew her out, she will not go in the Rapture of the church 
unless she repents. Laodicea will meet the Antichrist.

Antiochus assumed the name Theosafter conquering some of Ptolemy PhiladelphusΩ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΦ ²ƘŜƴ !ƴǘƛƻŎƘǳǎ ŎŀƳŜ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǉǳŜǊŜŘ 
people, they began to worship him like he was a god, calling him "Theos." He liked the sound of it and assumed the title as his personal 
name. This man is called the King of the South in the book of Daniel. The Kings of the South were the Kings of Egypt. After winning the 
people from Philadelphus, Antiochus now thought he was God; this has a parallel in the Laodiceanage. Many who make up the ranks of the 
Laodiceanchurch are people stolen from the Philadelphia church age buy those who assume titles and powers belonging to God.



Ptolemy Philadelphushad much in common with the Philadelphian church, a church 
which kept the Word of God as its strength. The redeeming quality of Philadelphuswas 
that he set the Jews in his kingdom free. He paid their masters silver in exchange for 
ǘƘŜƛǊ ŦǊŜŜŘƻƳΦ ¢ƘŜ ƴŀƳŜ ƻŦ tǘƻƭŜƳȅΩǎ ŦŀǘƘŜǊ ǿŀǎ tǘƻƭŜƳȅ Soter. Sotermeans "a 
deliverer, God, or Christ Savior." This made Philadelphusa type of son of God who 
would save and deliver. It is from him the Antichrist (Antiochus) stole. Ptolemy 
Philadelphuswanted the Bible of the Jews translated into Greek, the language of the 
common man of that day. He requested the High Priest of Israel, Eleazar, to send an 
authentic copy of Mosaic law and men to translate it into the Greek language. Eleazar
sent 72 men. Their finished work was called the Septuagint version of the Bible. It

rendered the Old Testament Scriptures intelligible to a vast number of people. The Septuagint is considered one of the greatest fruits of the 
Greek conquest. 

When the church started to assemble the canon of scripture the Greek-speaking churches adopted the Septuagint together with the 
KoineGreek New Testament. The Septuagint is still the official Bible of the Greek Orthodox Church. 

It is used by biblical scholars to understand how the Old Testament may have been interpreted anciently. Also, it is the version of the Jewish 
Bible most used by the writers of the New Testament. It was the "King James Bible" of that day and remains the Bible of the East. 

/ƻƴǘǊŀǎǘ ǘƘƛǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŀǘǘƛǘǳŘŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ƻŦ [ŀƻŘƛŎŜŀΩǎ ŀǘǘƛǘǳŘŜ ǘƻǿŀǊŘ ǘƘŜ .ƛōƭŜΦ ²ƘŜƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǳǊǘƘ ŎŜƴǘǳǊȅ ǘƘŜ {ȅƴƻŘ ƻf Laodicea met 
they rejected the book of Revelation and left it out of their canon. They also lost the epistles written to them by Paul. They rejected and lost 

the part of the Word of God they most needed. They became blind without the Word of God. That is what will happen to the Laodicean
church age. It is common when new doctrines and practices are questioned, the Prophets of Laodicea warn the critics of the new things not 
ǘƻ Ǝƻ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ .ƛōƭŜ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ƴŜǿ ǘƘŜ ƳŀƴƛŦŜǎǘŀǘƛƻƴǎΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ǘƻƭŘ ǘƘŀǘ ϦDƻŘ ƛǎ ŘƻƛƴƎ ŀ ƴŜǿ ǘƘƛƴƎΣϦ ϦŘƻƴΩǘ ǘƘƛƴƪ ƻǊ ƧǳŘƎŜΦϦThis guidance 

will blind a person spiritually. Pastors who are being trained into the "Seeker Friendly Churches" are encouraged to sign covenants promising 
not to preach anything controversial or doctrinal on Sunday. Such preaching might offend the "Seeker" and the attendance might suffer.

Back to Antiochus Theosand Laodice--Laodicehad been put away by Antiochus as a condition of a treaty with 
Ptolemy Philadelphus. Philadelphusgave Antiochus his daughter, Berenice. She was to be the true queen and her 
issue was to inherit the throne. In order to have peace with Philadelphus, Antiochus had to put Laodiceaway--
divorce her. Later, Philadelphusdied and Antiochus recalled Laodice. She wanted to gain control of the kingdom. 
Laodicecaused Antiochus to be poisoned. She wanted to gain control of the kingdom. Laodicecaused Antiochus to 
be poisoned. When he was dying she placed his double in his bed he looked and sounded like Antiochus. His name 
was Artemonwhich means "something ready; something hung up; the mainsail of a vessel." It is wind which allows 
the mainsail to move the ship. The mainsail was not the real Theos, but an actor who moved the people whichever 
direction Laodicedesired. B
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!ǊǘŜƳƻƴΩǎvoice was so similar to that ofTheos, that the people could not tell the difference. You can certainly see the parallel in the 
ministries of today. We are told God moves in "waves." This is the "third wave." What causes waves? Wind is often the cause of great waves 
which toss ships around. It is easy to see why God placed these words in the Bible: (Eph 4:14 KJV) "That we henceforth be no more 
children, tossed to and fro, and carried about with every wind of doctrine, by the sleight of men, and cunning craftiness, whereby they 
lie in wait to deceive." The people heard the voice of TheosΣ ōǳǘ ƛǘ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ Theos(God). It was a counterfeit voice. The fake voice of 
Theoscaused the people to remove the rightful queen (Berenice) and heir and replace them with Laodiceand her sons. Laodicedid not 
believe she was safe with Berenicealive so she had her killed. The evil Laodiceof our day is trying to kill the pure church.

Never fear-God is on His throne. Justice came to the woman whose name means "judgment." tƘƛƭŀŘŜƭǇƘǳǎΩǎ
son reigned. He was .ŜǊŜƴƛŎŜΩǎbrother. His name was Ptolemy Evergetsmeaning "Benefactor." The 
"Benefactor" mobilized his army and put Laodiceto death. The great benefactor Jesus Christ is coming and
will leave Laodicea to her judgment.

(The kings of this drama are recorded in Daniel the eleventh chapter. This chapter ends
with the revealing of the Antichrist. Antiochus Theosis in the lineage of the Antichrist.)

It is now time to take a look at the message that is written to Laodicea. This message is a prophecy
that reveals to us the nature and characteristics of the final church age. It will reveal Jesus' 
attitude concerning the Laodicea church. As we will learn as we study the text of the message,
there is something very nauseating about this church. Jesus will tell them that he is about to
vomit them out.

! ŎƭƻǎŜ ŜȄŀƳƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ WŜǎǳǎΩ ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭ ǊŜŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŀ ǊŜŦǳǘƛƴƎ ƻŦ [ŀƻŘƛŎŜŀΩǎ ŜƴǘƛǊŜ ǎȅǎǘŜƳ ƻŦ ǘŜŀŎƘƛƴƎΦ hŦ ǘƘŜ ǎŜǾŜƴ ŎƘǳrches only 
Laodicea will have nothing to which Jesus could compliment. There is no compliment for the last church. There is nothing good about this 
church. This should be warning enough not to be a part of her. Be warned! Run from the "Seeker Friendly" and the "Prosperity" 
movementslike your soul depends on it, because it does!

Laodicea will receive only a rebuke which will be repudiation to all that they are, all that they teach, and all they represent. Look at the 
words used in their rebuke, "knowestƴƻǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘƻǳ ŀǊǘ ǿǊŜǘŎƘŜŘΣ ŀƴŘ ƳƛǎŜǊŀōƭŜΣ ŀƴŘ ǇƻƻǊΣ ŀƴŘ ōƭƛƴŘΣ ŀƴŘ ƴŀƪŜŘ Φ Φ Φέ We are getting 
ready to look at people who are wretched, who are miserable. Imagine a pastor and church in a rich city that are said to be poor, blind, and 
naked. This is the prophetic picture of the "End Time Church" and its ministry.



Rev 3:14 "And unto the angel of the church"

The word "Angel" in our text is in reference to the pastor of the local church in Laodicea. It would 
also represent the overall ministry of the last church age, the Laodiceanage. This is a rejected 
church. The Lord warns the pastor that he is about to vomit them out of his mouth. The message 
to the Laodiceansends with Jesus standing on the outside of the church knocking on the door. 

It is this pastor who causes such a deplorable condition. This type of minister or ministry is 
referenced in other prophetic verses. Notice the following passage, it is a warning of the blindness 
that false ministry can pass on to those that are under its influence. Our last pastor causes his 
followers to become blind. 

Artist: Duncan Long - Blind Leading the Blind

Artist: Pieter Brueghel, The Parable of the Blind (1568).

"(Mat 15:13-14 KJV) But he answered and said, Every plant, which my heavenly Father hath not 
planted, shall be rooted up. {14} Let them alone: they be blind leaders of the blind. And if the 
blind lead the blind, both shall fall into the ditch."



Here is a warning to be careful of false ministry-
(Matthew 7:13-24 KJV) Enter ye in at the straight gate: 
for wide is the gate, and broad is the way, that leadeth
to destruction, and many there be which go in thereat: 
{14} Because strait is the gate, and narrow is the way, 
which leadethunto life, and few there be that find it. 

·  A. Jesus shows us two different kinds of ministry, the 
straight and narrow and the broad way. The first way is 
the "Straight & Narrow" which is an appt description of 
the ministry that the Philadelphia church has. 
Philadelphia is the old fashion holiness church. 
Philadelphia comes first and is followed by Laodicea the 
Broad-Way. 

·  B. The Second kind of ministry is the wide gate and 
broad way ministry. This seems to me to be a warning 
concerning the "Church Growth Movement." The "Seeker

Friendly Movement" creates a broad way to get as many into their church as possible. Every possible compromise and accommodation is 
made to their worship to make the people of the world and their "spirit" feel comfortable. 

1. The "Seeker Friendly" practitioners have forgotten this verse James 4:4 KJV "Ye adulterers and adulteresses, know ye not that the 
friendship of the world is enmity with God? whosoever therefore will be a friend of the world is the enemy of God." 

C. The size of the two churches is apparent in the text "few" for the straight and narrow. Many for the broad way. 

D. Each church has a different outcome and result. The "Broadway Cathedral" leads to destruction. The Mega-church has been successful in 
building up large numbers, but is not very good in producing true conversion. The "Straight and Narrow Way Church" leads to life. It appears 
that the attendance of this church does not match the "Broadway Cathedral." 

E. Laodicea is a "Mega-church." When Jesus informs Laodicea of her short comings, the reply is Rev 3:17 "Because thou sayest, I am rich, 
and increased with goods, and have need of nothing; . . ."The only way a church gets rich is to have people give money. The more people 
you have the more money you have. They thought the numbers were on their side. If they had numbers and things that would be sufficient 
proof of them being right.



The warning continues - Mat 7:{15} "Beware of 
ŦŀƭǎŜ ǇǊƻǇƘŜǘǎΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŎƻƳŜ ǘƻ ȅƻǳ ƛƴ ǎƘŜŜǇΩǎ 
clothing, but inwardly they are ravening wolves. 
{16} Ye shall know them by their fruits. Do men 
gather grapes of thorns, or figs of thistles? {17} 
Even so every good tree bringeth forth good fruit, 
but a corrupt tree bringeth forth evil fruit. {18} A 
good tree cannot bring forth evil fruit, neither can 
a corrupt tree bring forth good fruit. {19} Every 
tree that bringeth forth not good fruit is hewn 
down, and cast into the fire. {20} Wherefore by 
their fruits ye shall know them."

A. Jesus gives us a warning, "Beware of false prophets." He gives this warning more than once. 
¢ƘŜȅ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŘǊŜǎǎŜŘ ƛƴ ǎƘŜŜǇΩǎ ŎƭƻǘƘƛƴƎΦ ¢ƘŜ ǿƻǊŘ Ϧsheep" is used to represent Christians. The 
"false prophets" are coming from within the church. They are often the top leadership.

B. 2 Cor. 11:13-15 "For such are false apostles, deceitful workers, transforming themselves into the apostles of Christ. (14)And no 
marvel; for Satan himself is transformed into an angel of light. (15)Therefore it is no great thing if his ministers also be transformed as 
ǘƘŜ ƳƛƴƛǎǘŜǊǎ ƻŦ ǊƛƎƘǘŜƻǳǎƴŜǎǎΤ ǿƘƻǎŜ ŜƴŘ ǎƘŀƭƭ ōŜ ŀŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǿƻǊƪǎΦά

C. [ŀƻŘƛŎŜŀΩǎ ǇŀǎǘƻǊ ǿƛƭƭ ƭƻƻƪ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘŜ ƎƻŘƭƛŜǎǘ ǇŀǎǘƻǊ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΦ ¢ƘŜ ǊŜǎǳƭǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƳƛƴƛǎǘǊȅ ƭŜŀǾŜǎ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŦƻƭƭƻǿŜǊǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜbroad way 
leading to destruction. 

1. In today's news (4/14/2009) there is an example of Laodicea's Pastor's ministry.

Most Christians Don't Believe in Holy Spirit or Satan
According to a new survey by The BarnaGroup, most U.S. Christians do not believe that the Holy Spirit is a living entity or that Satan is a real 
being. The BarnaGroup survey people who described themselves as Christians, and six out of ten of those surveyedeither somewhat 
agreed or strongly agreed with the statement that Satan "is not a living being but is a symbol of evil."Forty percent stronglyagreed with 
that statement and nineteen percent somewhat agreed.

Clearly, there are some confused Christians out there, because even though a central part of the Christian faith is the belief in the divinity 
and the fact that Jesus was perfect and did not sin while on earth, the Christians surveyed by Barnado not adhere to that teaching.In fact: 



More than one-fifth (22%) strongly agreed that Jesus Christ sinned when He lived on earth, with an additional 17% agreeing somewhat. 
Holding the opposing view were 9% who disagreed somewhat and 46% who disagreed strongly. Six percent did not have an opinion on this 
matter.

Further, the Christians surveyed do not believe that the Holy Spirit is a living force.Only thirty-eight percent strongly agreed with the 
statement that the Holy Spirit is "a symbol of God's power or presence but is not a living entity."
How did this happen? Pastors are no longer using their Sunday sermons to teachand defend the doctrines of their faith.The memory of 
proper doctrine fades from the church's mind. It becomes unimportant. The preacher has departed from the faith.

The Warning continues ςMatt. 7:{21} "Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he that 
doeth the will of my Father which is in heaven. {22} Many will say to me in that day, Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in thy name? 
And in thy name have cast out devils? And in thy name done many wonderful works? {23} And then I will profess unto them, I never
knew you: depart from me, ye that work iniquity."

A. Lƴ ±ŜǊǎŜǎ нм ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ но WŜǎǳǎ ǘŜƭƭǎ ǳǎ Ƙƻǿ ǘƻ ŜƴǘŜǊ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ϦƪƛƴƎŘƻƳ ƻŦ ƘŜŀǾŜƴά
and then reveals the fate of what appears to be the Laodiceanministry.

Mat 7:21-22 KJV "Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the 
kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth the will of my Father which is in heaven. 
(22)Many will say to me in that day, Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in thy 
name? and in thy name have cast out devils? and in thy name done many 
ǿƻƴŘŜǊŦǳƭ ǿƻǊƪǎΚά

1. Reasons to believe that this is directed to the Laodiceanministry. Reason one, this 
is an "end-time" event, that "day" is the day of the Rapture. These preachers have 
been left and the Rapture has taken place. They are crying out to Lord, pleading 
their works as proof that they should have been taken. Surely the Lord has made a 
big mistake. Laodicea is the last church age, so it must be fully developed at the time 
of the Rapture.

2. Reason two, the ministers of this passage suffer the same fate as the Laodiceanpastor. He is spewed out and they are left out. What do 
you do with something vomited out ? You leave it; you dispose of it. 



3. Reason three, The ministry in Matthew 7: and Laodicea have another point in common, they are both unaware of their true condition. 
Each is confident that they have all that they need, they are satisfied that they have evidence that they are true men of God.

a. The fact that the above ministry is left behind is a shock and surprise to them is seen in the phrasing of the text, "Lord, Lord, have
weƴƻǘ ǇǊƻǇƘŜǎƛŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘȅ ƴŀƳŜΚά

b. [ŀƻŘƛŎŜŀΩǎ ǇŀǎǘƻǊ ƛǎ ŀƭǎƻ ǎǳǊǇǊƛǎŜŘΣ Rev 3:17 " . . . knowestnot that thou art wretched, and miserable, and poor, and 
blind, . . . ."IŜ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿΣ ƘŜ ǿŀǎ ōƭƛƴŘΦ IŜ ƘŀŘ ŦƻƻƭŜŘ ƘƛƳǎŜƭŦ ŀƴŘ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ŦƻƭƭƻǿŜŘ Ƙƛǎ ƳƛƴƛǎǘǊȅΦ

c. 2 Tim. 3:13 KJV Ϧ.ǳǘ ŜǾƛƭ ƳŜƴ ŀƴŘ ǎŜŘǳŎŜǊǎ ǎƘŀƭƭ ǿŀȄ ǿƻǊǎŜ ŀƴŘ ǿƻǊǎŜΣ ŘŜŎŜƛǾƛƴƎΣ ŀƴŘ ōŜƛƴƎ ŘŜŎŜƛǾŜŘΦά

d. Make no mistake about it, these men are evil. They have prostituted the Gospel and cost men their souls.

e. The LaodiceanPastor is the "Evil Servant" of Matthew 24:48.

B. They are the same in that they suffer the same fate. The Matthew seven ministry is rejected by the Lord. - "{23} And then I will profess 
unto them, I never knew you: depart from me,". Laodicea is spewed out and the Lord is seen on the outside of the church knocking on the 
door. Giving a chance to anyone to open their heart's door to Jesus.

1. This event will happen. Jesus will say to a ministry, "I never knew you," there is no personal relationship with me. They were not saved, 
they were not called by him or used by him. 

2. "Depart from me" is equal to Rev 3:16 "So then because thou art lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, I will spuethee 
out of my mouth." 

C. They are the same in that a power other than Jesus Christ has empowered them. 

1.  Look at what the Matthew seven ministry did {22} "Many will say to me in that day, Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in thy name?
And in thy name have cast out devils? And in thy name done many wonderful works?"

2. They "prophesied" -- "They Cast out Devils" - "Done many wonderful works", they were busy meeting "felt needs( curing aids, fixing
global warming)."



3. They lay claim to doing things that normally would seemly require the anointing of God. At least one appears to require supernatural 
power. Casting out demons would seem to require a power from God. 

4. Jesus denies having anything to do with them, "{23} And then I will profess unto them, I never knew you: depart from me, ye that work 
iniquity." 

a. "I never knew you" - they personally have never really had a relationship with Jesus Christ. 

b. He had not called them, he never sent them, it was not his power causing their ministry. 

5. How were they able to have their ministry and its manifestations if Jesus had nothing to do with it? Perhaps the answer is found in this 
verse1Tim. 4:1-2 "Now the Spirit speakethexpressly, that in the latter times some shall depart from the faith, giving heed to seducing 
spirits, and doctrines of devils; (2) Speaking lies in hypocrisy; having their conscience seared with a hot iron;" 

a. The timing of this verse is important. This will be a condition that will exist during the "latter times". That is the same time as the 
Laodicea church. 

b. Demons will be at work in this church. Preachers will be giving heed to "seducing spirits". They will be listening to them. Theywill be 
guided by them. They will recognize a voice of a demon as the voice of God. Since Satan is the god of this world, he will cause the world 
to bless these men with success. He will give them "Mega-Churches." 

c. What is a "seducing spirit" - "seducing" from Greek word - planao- (G4105), to deceive. Deceitful, deceiving, seducing (1 Tim. 4:1); as a 
subst., a deceiver, impostor (Matt. 27:63; 2 Cor. 6:8; 2 John 1:7The Complete Word Study Dictionary: New Testament, 1992 By AMG 
International, Inc. Revised edition, 

d. This is a spirit - in this case this is a man or men under demonic influence being deceived by an imposter spirit. This is a counterfeit of the 
{ǇƛǊƛǘ ƻŦ DƻŘΦ [ŀƻŘƛŎŜŀΩǎ ǇŀǎǘƻǊ Ƴŀȅ ǘƘƛƴƪ ƘŜ ƛǎ ƘŜŀǊƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ DƻŘΣ ōǳǘ ƘŜ ƛǎ ƘŜŀǊƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ ŀ ŘŜƳƻƴΦ ! ŘŜƳƻƴ ƛǎ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ƛƴ Ƙƛǎ life. He is 
receiving supernatural guidance, but it is not coming from God. Be very careful about the "training seminars" you expose yourself to. 
You may be exposing yourself to demonic influence. 

e. If a demon is working in the ministry of a pastor, it is working in the church and the church age. These men become "seducingspirits" 
who recruit others pastors.



D. They are the same in their preaching. The preaching of Laodicea has created at is best a "lukewarm" theology. Jesus rejects LaodƛŎŜŀΩǎ 
message and is about to vomit him and all he stands for out. The same thing is said to the Matthew 7 preachers, "depart from me,ye that 
work iniquity." The Angel of Laodicea and the Matthew seven preachers are one and the same.

1.The Preachers of Laodicea are convinced that they are preaching for Jesus, "have we not prophesied in thy name?" Jesus said he had 
nothing to do with their preaching. Where did their preaching come from? "doctrines of devilsΦά

a. Demons were carefully crafting sermons, messages and concepts designed to get the church off track. 

b. The method of delivery is given us in LL ¢ƛƳ пΥн Ϧ{ǇŜŀƪƛƴƎ ƭƛŜǎ ƛƴ ƘȅǇƻŎǊƛǎȅΤ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎƻƴǎŎƛŜƴŎŜ ǎŜŀǊŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ Ƙƻǘ ƛǊƻƴΤά

c. The word "hypocrisy"- "hupokrisis(G5272) primarily denotes "a reply, an answer" (akin to hupokrinomai, "to answer"); then, "play-
ŀŎǘƛƴƎΣϦ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ŀŎǘƻǊǎ ǎǇƻƪŜ ƛƴ ŘƛŀƭƻƎǳŜΤ ±ƛƴŜΩǎ /ƻƳǇƭŜǘŜ 9ȄǇƻǎƛǘƻǊȅ 5ƛŎǘƛƻƴŀǊȅ ƻŦ hƭŘ ŀƴŘ bŜǿ ¢ŜǎǘŀƳŜƴǘ ²ƻǊŘǎ

d. The sermons are lies that are delivered in a "play acting" style.

e. Demons have raised up Mega-church gurus. Who are converting men away from preaching the doctrine of the faith. That is what is 
ƳŜŀƴǘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ǘŜǊƳΣ ϦǎƻƳŜ ǎƘŀƭƭ ŘŜǇŀǊǘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ŦŀƛǘƘΣϦΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǉǳƛǘ ǘƘŜ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴ ŦŀƛǘƘΣ ǘƘŜȅ Ƨǳǎǘ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǘŜŀŎƘ ƛǘ ŀƴȅƳƻǊŜ. In its place they 
teach a feel good message designed to please the world and the spirit of the world. The sermons are carefully crafted to sound Christian 
without offending the "seeker" by confronting him with the awfulness of sin and his need for a savior. 

f. The affects of this preaching leaves the "seeker" in his sins. It is no wonder that Jesus would confront the Laodiceanpastor and 

church with their true condition, " Rev. 3:17 . . . thou art wretched, and miserable, and poor, and blind, and naked:" The 
Laodieanseeker is not aware of his true condition because his pastor has never told him.

g. Jesus has denied having anything to do with this style of preaching. In our 1st Tim 4:2 text Paul says that they are " Speaking lies in 
ƘȅǇƻŎǊƛǎȅΤ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎƻƴǎŎƛŜƴŎŜ ǎŜŀǊŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ Ƙƻǘ ƛǊƻƴΤά

h. "In thy name:" Doing in his name, that is the name of Jesus Christis used as license.Any thing done in his name must be ok, right? 
This was one of the reasons that Jesus proclaimed them as "workers of iniquity ." According to the International Standard Bible 
Encyclopediaάƛƴƛǉǳƛǘȅέ ǎǘŀƴŘǎ ŦƻǊ anomiaҐ ǇǊƻǇŜǊƭȅΣ άǘƘŜ ŎƻƴŘƛǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ƻƴŜ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ƭŀǿΣέ άƭŀǿƭŜǎǎƴŜǎǎΦέ ¢ƘŜȅ ƘŀǾŜ ǘŀƪŜƴ ƭƛōŜǊǘȅ ǘƻ ǳǎŜ 
Jesus name, his church, his word to build their own kingdoms. In stead of discovering what the "Divine Master" actually said in the Bible, 
they have used their multiple Bible translations to search out verses often taken out of context, often using verses from corrupt translations 
which twists the reference in a fashion that will support their deviant teachings. Then they pieced their chosen texts togetherto make it 
appear that they have Biblical support for their departure from pure doctrine. They are trespassing on the divine.



2. The Laodicea pastor is preaching the Broadway plan of salvation. I have heard more than one "Mega-Pastor dodge the question as to 
whether there is just one way to Heaven. To say that there is just one way to heaven is not politically correct.

The latest "star" among the Christian world is Joel Osteen, pastor of nondenominational 
[ŀƪŜǿƻƻŘ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ƛƴ IƻǳǎǘƻƴΣ ¢ŜȄŀǎΦ hǎǘŜŜƴ ŎƭŀƛƳǎ ǘƘŜ ƴŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ƭŀǊƎŜǎǘ ŎƻƴƎǊŜƎŀǘƛƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ ƻǾŜǊ 
30,000 members. 

hǎǘŜŜƴΩǎ ōƻƻƪ ƻŦ ƘǳƳŀƴ-potential, self-esteem, "feel good," self-help-guide titled, Your Best Life 
Now: Seven Steps to Living at Your Full Potential, ranks number one on the prestigious "New York 
Times" best-ǎŜƭƭŜǊ ƭƛǎǘΦ ²ȄȅȊΦŎƻƳ ǿǊƛǘŜǎ ƻŦ hǎǘŜŜƴΩǎ ŜƴƻǊƳƻǳǎ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǊƛǘȅΣ ϦLƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘ ƻŦ 
ǊŜƭƛƎƛƻƴΣ ƘŜΩǎ ŀŎƘƛŜǾŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘǳǎ ƻŦ ŀ ǊƻŎƪ ǎǘŀǊΦ Φ ΦϦ /ƭŜŀǊƭȅΣ aǊΦ hǎǘŜŜƴ ǿŜŀǊǎ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǾŜǘŜŘ ŎǊƻǿƴ 
prince of the Christian kingdom.

hǎǘŜŜƴΩǎ ƳŜǎǎŀƎŜ ƛǎ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜŘ ŀǎ ϦΦ Φ Φ ǎƛƳǇƭŜ ǎŜƭŦ-help message that congregants say is both 
uplifting and accessible. . ." Osteen proudly wears the title of "the smiling preacher." His theology 
has been described as "cotton candy" theology ςςtastes good ςςbut no substance. 

One of the cardinal doctrines of the Bible and the Christian Church is that there is only one way to be saved. Jesus left no doubt as to 
whether there was more than one way to Heaven. John 14:6 "Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh 
unto the Father, but by me."There is no other way to be saved other than Jesus Christ. Every Christian preacher ought to be clear about 
this. Now lets see how Mega-pastor Joel Osteen handles this question when he appears on Larry King and is faced with the question.

On Larry King Live Monday, June 20, 2005, the following conversation occurred with Larry King and Joel Osteen:

KING: What if you're Jewish or Muslim, you don't accept Christ at all?

OSTEEN: You know, I'm very careful about saying who would and wouldn't go to heaven. I don't know ...At this point, even Larry King 
ŀǇǇŜŀǊǎ ǎǳǊǇǊƛǎŜŘ ōȅ hǎǘŜŜƴΩǎ ŀƴǎǿŜǊΦ ¢ƘŜƴ [ŀǊǊȅ ǘƻǎǎŜǎ hǎǘŜŜƴ ŀ ϦǎƻŦǘ-ball" to explain his previous answer. And again Osteen openly denies 
that Jesus Christ is the ONLY way of salvation. 

KING: If you believe you have to believe in Christ? They're wrong, aren't they?

OSTEEN: Well, I don't know if I believe they're wrong. I believe here's what the Bible teaches and from the Christian faith this is what I 
believe. But I just think that only God will judge a person's heart. I spent a lot of time in India with my father. I don't know all about their 
religion. But I know they love God. And I don't know. I've seen their sincerity. So I don't know. I know for me, and what the Bible teaches, I 
want to have a relationship with Jesus.



Again Osteen denies the redemptive work of the Lord Jesus Christ. Notice, he praises the pagan, false-religion of India as "I know they love 
DƻŘΦϦ Φ  ¸ƻǳ Ƴŀȅ ōŜ ǘƘƛƴƪƛƴƎΣ Ϧ²ŜƭƭΣ ƳŀȅōŜ [ŀǊǊȅ ŎŀǳƎƘǘ WƻŜƭ hǎǘŜŜƴ ƻŦŦ ƎǳŀǊŘΦ aŀȅōŜ hǎǘŜŜƴ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ǇǊŜǇŀǊŜŘΦϦ LŦ hǎǘŜŜƴ ƻƴƭȅ hadbeen 
ƎƛǾŜƴ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ŎƘŀƴŎŜ ǘƻ ǘŜǎǘƛŦȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŘŜƳǇǘƛǾŜ ǿƻǊƪ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘ WŜǎǳǎ /ƘǊƛǎǘΣ ƘŜΩŘ ƎŜǘ ƛǘ ǊƛƎƘǘΦ

Osteen did get another chance. . . After Larry King opened the phone lines, a concerned Christian asks Joel to clarify his previous statement 
(which we just viewed). Again Osteen could easily clear this up. 

CALLER: Hello, Larry. You're the best, and thank you, Joe -- Joel -- for your positive messages and your book. I'm wondering, though, why you 
side-stepped Larry's earlier question about how we get to heaven? The Bible clearly tells us that Jesus is the way, the truth and the light and 
the only way to the father is through him. That's not really a message of condemnation but of truth. 

OSTEEN: Yes, I would agree with her. I believe that. . .

KING: So then a Jew is not going to heaven? 

OSTEEN: No. Here's my thing, Larry, is I can't judge somebody's heart. You know? Only 
God can look at somebody's heart, and so -- I don't know. To me, it's not my business to 
say, you know, this one is or this one isn't. I just say, here's what the Bible teaches and 
I'm going to put my faith in Christ. And I just I think it's wrong when you go around 
saying, you're saying you're not going, you're not going, you're not going, because it's 
not exactly my way. I'm just...

KING: But you believe your way. 

OSTEEN: I believe my way. I believe my way with all my heart. 

KING: But for someone who doesn't share it is wrong, isn't he? 

OSTEEN: Well, yes. Well, I don't know if I look at it like that. I would present my way, but I'm just going to let God be thejudge of that. I don't 
know. I don't know. 

KING: So you make no judgment on anyone? 

OSTEEN: No. But I...



And here Larry really tosses Joel a soft-ball. How about a God-defying atheist? And again, Osteen will not confess that Jesus Christ is the 
ONLY way of salvation. 

KING: What about atheists? 

OSTEEN: You know what, I'm going to let someone -- I'm going to let God be the judge of who goes to heaven and hell. I just -- again, I 
present the truth, and I say it every week. You know, I believe it's a relationship with Jesus. But you know what? I'm not going to go around 
telling everybody else if they don't want to believe that that's going to be their choice. God's got to look at your own heart. God's got to 
look at your heart, and only God knows that. 

Joel Osteen tried to walk a broad way on Larry King. He did not want to offend anyone, so he missed the chance to proclaim the Gospel. The 
truth is straight and narrow, there is only one way to Heaven. Jesus is the only way. Peter would have had no trouble answering [ŀǊǊȅ YƛƴƎΩǎ 
question. Peter was a straight and narrow way preacher. This would have been his answer, speaking of Jesus he would say, Act 4:12 
"Neither is there salvation in any other: for there is none other name under heaven given among men, whereby we must be saved."

Free yourself from debt, send us money.
Sound familiar?

The way is straight that leads to life. The straight way must stay inside of the boundaries 
of the Bible. "Anything goes" teaching and living is the broad way leading to destruction. 
When Jesus warns us to watch out for false prophets He is telling us they are coming. We 
will be faced with them. They will rise up among the herd. They will look like sheep, but 
Jesus tells us to look under the wool. We should not just accept everyone who says they 
are sent by God to be from God. They are inwardly ravening wolves. What do ravening 
wolves do? They devour flesh. False prophets feed on money and power. They need 
people to devour. Jesus said we would know the wolves by their fruit. Do you see an 
insatiable desire for money? You may be looking at a devouring wolf. All sorts of tricks 
ŀǊŜ ōŜƛƴƎ ǳǎŜŘ ǘƻŘŀȅ ǘƻ ƭǳǊŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ ƳƻƴŜȅΦ hƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ƻǳǘǊŀƎŜƻǳǎ ǘƻƻƪ ǇƭŀŎŜ ƻƴ 
TBN Christian Network. A certain minister said God dropped into his spirit a "special 
word." If all the viewers would send in $2000.00 (no matter how they got it) they would 
have all the debts they wrote down on a piece of paper canceled by God. Who do you 
think wolves feed on the most? The sick and weak. This is just the kind of person the

wolves are taking advantage of. These were good people weak under the stressful load of financial hardship and that wolf was trying to 
finish them off. 



Here is a passage that really reminds me of what is happening today. Ezek 22:23-28 (KJV) "And the word of the LORD came unto me, 
saying, {24} Son of man say unto her,... {25} There is a conspiracy of her prophets in the midst thereof, like a roaring lion ravening the 
prey; they have devoured souls; they have taken the treasure and precious things; they have made her many widows in the midst 
thereof. {26} Her priests have violated my law, and have profaned mine holy things: they have put no difference between the holy and 
profane, neither have they showed difference between unclean and the clean, and have hid their eyes from my sabbaths, and I am 
profaned among them. {27} Her princes in the midst thereof are like wolves ravening the prey, to shed blood, and to destroy souls, to get 
dishonest gain. {28} And her prophets have daubed them with untemperedmortar, seeking vanity, and divining lies unto them, saying, 
Thus saith the Lord GOD, when the LORD hath not spoken." 

!ǎ [ŀƻŘƛŎŜŀΩǎ ǇŀǎǘƻǊ Ŏŀƴ ŜȄǇŜŎǘ ǘƻ ōŜ ǎǇŜǿŜŘ ƻǳǘ ƛŦ ƘŜ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ǊŜǇŜƴǘΣ ǘƘŜǎŜ ŦŀƭǎŜ ǇǊŜŀŎƘŜǊǎ Ŏŀƴ ŜȄǇŜŎǘ ǘƻ ōŜ ƘŜǿƴ Řƻǿƴ ŀƴŘ Ŏastinto the 
fire. These preachers tell you not to judge them and their message, but Jesus demands you judge them by the fruit you see in their lives. 

"Third, never criticize what God is blessing, even though it may be a style of ministry that
makes you feel uncomfortable." (Rick Warren, The Purpose Driven Church, page 62)

What would cause someone to feel uncomfortable. Could it be the Spirit of God? Could Warren 
be telling us not to listen to the Spirit of God?Should we overrule the Spirit of God or follow 

what Jesus say to the LaodiceanChurch? Rev 3:22 KJV "He that hath an ear, let him 
hear what the Spirit saithǳƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘŜǎΦά

The question is asked, "Who gets to heaven?" The answer is "they that do the will of the 
CŀǘƘŜǊΦϦ ! Ƴŀƴ ƻŦ DƻŘ ƛǎ ǘƻ Řƻ DƻŘΩǎ ǿƛƭƭΦ ¢ƘŜ ǇǊŜŀŎƘŜǊ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ǘƻ ōǳƛƭŘ Ƙƛǎ ƻǿƴ ƳƛƴƛǎǘǊȅΦ 
IŜ ƛǎ ǘƻ ƭŜǘ DƻŘ ǳǎŜ ƘƛƳ ǘƻ ŜŘƛŦȅ DƻŘΩǎ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΦ ¢ƘŜ wŀǇǘǳǊŜ ǿƛƭƭ ƘŀǇǇŜƴ ŀƴŘ ϦƳŀƴȅϦ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƭŜŦǘ 
behind. The word "many" means up to 50% will be left. These people will be completely 
surprised to have been left behind. They will have fooled themselves. 2 Tim 3:13 (KJV) "But evil 
men and seducers shall wax worse, deceiving, and being deceived." 

Look at the reasons for them to think they are alright. "We prophesied in thy name, we cast out 
devils and we did many wonderful works." Signs and wonders were performed. The Lord said 
He never knew them and they were to depart from Him. He called them workers of iniquity. 
They used His name, His Word, and His people to build their kingdoms. These are the pastors 
of Laodicea.

Jesus tells us when we build on His Word we will be building on a rock. Ignore His warnings, follow the fake and false, but thenexpect the 
storms that will tear down your house. 



"the church of the LaodiceansΦάIn the last six messages to the churches we have heard Jesus addressing the churches this way, "to the 
church of Ephesus," "to the church in Smyrna," to the church in Pergamos," "to the church in Thyatira," "to the church in Sardis," and "to the 
church in Philadelphia." He still considered these churches as belonging to Him. Laodicea belonged to Laodiceans. That is why He addressed 
them in this manner, "the church of the LaodiceansΦϦ ¢ƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜ ƛƴ ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭΦ ²ƘŜƴ IŜ ǎŜƴǘ ǘƘŜƳ ŀ ƳŜǎǎŀƎŜ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ǊŜƧŜŎǘŜŘΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ 
His values, His righteousness, or His approval. 

"These things saith the Amen." Jesus is the Amen. AMEN is a transliteration of a Hebrew word 
signifying something as certain, sure and valid, truthful and faithful. It is sometimes translated as "so be it". 
The Lord describes Himself as the "Amen". There is a certain finality in this. He is the end. Nothing can be     

added or taken away from Him. In the gospels Jesus used amen to affirm the truth of His own 
statements. English translations often use verily, truly, or I tell you the truth. He never said it at the 
end of a statement, but always at the beginning: "Amen, I say to you"- (Mat 5:18, 16:28; Mark 8:12, 
ммΥноΤ [ǳƪŜ пΥнпΣ нмΥонΤ WƻƘƴ мΥрмΣ рΥмфύΦ Lƴ WƻƘƴΩǎ ƎƻǎǇŜƭ WŜǎǳǎ ǎŀƛŘ Ϧ!ƳŜƴΣ ŀƳŜƴΦϦ 

The fact that Jesus prefaced His own words with "amen" is especially important. He affirmed    
the kingdom of God is bound up with His own person and emphasized the authority of His   

words.  He is the "Amen." He will have the final word on everything. He who not only says, 
but is the Truth. The saints used the word Amenς{}, Hebrew,"Bless Himself in the God of Amen. -

swear by the God of Amen," Amensaid, "Amen, I say unto you," at the end of prayer, or in assenting 
to the word of God; but none, save the Son of God, could ever use 'Amen" in that fashion. He could 
use it because he is God. The title happily harmonizes with the 
address. His unchanging faithfulness as "the Amen" contrasts with 

[ŀƻŘƛŎŜŀΩǎ ǿŀǾŜǊƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜΣ Ϧneither hot nor cold."

When Jesus says "These things saith the Amen," He is basically telling us He is the sovereign God. 
What He says goes. "The Amen"- One steady and unchangeable in all his purposes and promises. This is 
a counterpoint to one of the major points of the "Faith Movement," the "Prosperity Movement," and 
the "Charismatic Movement" (which are merely three stripes on the same zebra). This is a most 
certainly meant to be a attention getter for those who are following their favorite "Mega-Church" 
planting guru. It is not about what Rick Warren thinks, the final authority is the "Amen," Jesus Christ



The "Word of Faith"teaching is in short "What you say is what you get". Passage after 
passage is twisted to teach the Laodiceanshow to use God to get what they want from Him. 
They are a people who want to change everything according to their will and desire. Watch 
how one of their leading teachers changed this verse: 

"1 John 5:14 (KJV) "And this is the confidence that we have in him, that, if we ask any thing 
according to his will,(comma) he hearethus:" 
This particular television preacher informed his audience that the Protestants placed a comma 
in the wrong place. He said it should read "if we ask anything,(comma) according to his will he 
hearethus:"Understand what this man did. He took the liberty of changing a verse which 
taught the sovereignty of God into teaching the sovereignty of man. Man is now in control of 
God. If you tell God what you want or what you want Him to do He has to do it. This preacher 
added his own meaning to the Word of God. It is to men like him Jesus declares "these things 
saiththe Amen." It is not what man says, but what God says. 

"The faithful and true witness"- Greek for the faithful witness and for the genuine, ho 
aleethinos"whose testimony never falls short of the truth." You can depend on everything 
Jesus says. If He says it will happen, it will happen. 

This is much different than the prophets of present day Laodicea. They tell us because this is 
the age of grace prophets are sometimes wrong. This is simply untrue! Those who speak for 
DƻŘ Ƴǳǎǘ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ōŜ ǘǊǳǘƘŦǳƭΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŀ ǘŜǊǊƛōƭŜ ǇǊƛŎŜ ŦƻǊ ŀŘŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ DƻŘΩǎ ²ƻǊŘΦ  1 Tim 4:1-2

(KJV) "Now the Spirit speakethexpressly, that in the latter times some shall depart from the faith, giving heed to seducing spirits, and 
doctrines of devils; Speaking lies in hypocrisy; having their conscience seared with a hot iron;" The Bible tells us in the last days men will 
depart from the faith. In the last days demonic spirits will flow through the church and the people will believe it to be thegreatest move of 
God on Earth.

Rev 22:18-19 (KJV) "For I testify unto every man that heareththe words of the prophecy of this book, if any man shall add unto these 
things, God shall add unto him the plagues that are written in this book: {19} And if any man shall take away from the words of the 
book of this prophecy, God shall take away his part out of the book of life, and out of the holy city, and from the things which are 
ǿǊƛǘǘŜƴ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ōƻƻƪΦά

Jer. 5:30 (KJV) "A wonderful and horrible thing is committed in the land; {31} The prophets prophesy falsely, and the priestsbear rule by 
their means; and my people love to have it so: and what will ye do in the end thereof?"



Jer. 14:14-16 (KJV) "Then the LORD saith unto me, The prophets prophesy lies in my name: I sent them not, neither have I commanded 
them, neither spakeunto them: they prophesy unto you a false vision and divination, and a thing of nought, and the deceit of their 
heart, {15} Therefore thus saith the LORD concerning the prophets that prophesy in my name, and I sent them not, yet they say, Sword 
and famine shall not be in this land; By sword and famine shall those prophets be consumed. {16} And the people to whom they 
prophecy shall be cast out in the streets of Jerusalem because of the famine and the sword; and they shall have none to bury them, their 
wives, nor their sons, nor their daughters: for I will pour their wickedness upon them." 

This is the same fate that the Laodiceanpastor will face. 

"The beginning of the creation of God;" Of whom all things that are made, have their beginning. 
wƻōŜǊǘǎƻƴΩǎ bΦ¢Φ ²ƻǊŘ tƛŎǘǳǊŜǎ ǎǘŀǘŜǎΣ ϦǘƘŜ ƻǊƛƎƛƴŀǘƛƴƎ ǎƻǳǊŎŜ ƻŦ ŎǊŜŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǿƘƻƳ DƻŘ 
works." This is a very relevant statement concerning the LaodiceanChurch age. If a preacher can 
perform signs and wonders he is automatically viewed as a voice of God. If he is able to 
transform his church into one oflarge numbers and cash flow, what he says has great weight. 
People follow him. Jesus is reminding them that He is the creator. He is telling them the 
legitimate power comes from Him. Jesus said in John 15:5 KJV, "...for without me ye can do 
nothing".

This is the thought that Jesus wants to impress on the minds of Laodicea, "If a few supposed 
miracles gives a man authority in your eyes then listen to me I created everything." 
You must ask yourself how these preachers perform signs, wonders, and miracles. They do 
happen, but Jesus is not at the source of them. Jesus tells of this in Matt. 7:22-23 KJV, "Many 
will say to me in that day, Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in thy name? and in thy name 
have cast out devils? And in thy name done many wonderful works? And then I will profess 
unto them, I never knew you: depart from me , ye that work iniquity."Jesus refuses to be 
connected to anything they have done. So how dose it happen? As has already been stated in 
this study demons are active in the final church.

You should not be swayed by a man who claims to heal the sick and slay people in the Spirit. You should listen to Him who created all things. 
Jesus seems to be saying, "Listen to me. I am your source of life. I created it all. I am who made man from the dust of the earth. I gave him 
breath. I raised Lazarus from the grave. I walked on the water. You are an evil and adulterous generation seeking everything,but me." The 
people on earth are the same as they were 2000 years ago. "You will not listen to me. Instead, you listen to the mouths of fools." (Mat 
12:39 KJV) "But he answered and said unto them, An evil and adulterous generation seekethafter a sign; and there shall no sign be given to 
it, but the sign of the prophet Jonas:"



"The beginning of the creation of God." Cults have mistakenly used this verse to teach Jesus is a created being. The word beginning is the 
Greek word "arche." It means first, or chief, but in this context is better translated "ruler." "Arche" in the Greek language was the starting 
point, the source, or in this case Jesus, who is the ultimate source of reality. The "arche" is the one from whom all creation originates. In 
terms of power, the "arche" held all the cards or wielded the power. The word contains the idea of authority or preeminence. When Jesus 
calls Himself the "arche" He reminds the church He has the preeminence and power. 

27. Who is the letter addressed to?

28. Why does Jesus say, "These things saithǘƘŜ !ƳŜƴΣ ǘƘŜ ŦŀƛǘƘŦǳƭ ŀƴŘ ǘǊǳŜ ǿƛǘƴŜǎǎΣ ǘƘŜ ōŜƎƛƴƴƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎǊŜŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ DƻŘΚά

wŜǾ оΥмр όYW±ύ ϦL ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘȅ ǿƻǊƪǎΣ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘƻǳ ŀǊǘ ƴŜƛǘƘŜǊ ŎƻƭŘ ƴƻǊ ƘƻǘΥ L ǿƻǳƭŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘƻǳ ǿŜǊǘ ŎƻƭŘ ƻǊ ƘƻǘΦά

THE COMMENDATION "I know thy works,"Jesus assigned one work to the church. He did not call the church to conquer the world or take 
over the government. He didn't send the church to meet the "felt needs" as Rick Warrenhas promoted. The job of the Church was to 
preach the Gospel to the world. 

aŀǊƪ мсΥмр YW± Ϧ!ƴŘ ƘŜ ǎŀƛŘ ǳƴǘƻ ǘƘŜƳΣ Dƻ ȅŜ ƛƴǘƻ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΣ ŀƴŘ ǇǊŜŀŎƘ ǘƘŜ ƎƻǎǇŜƭ ǘƻ ŜǾŜǊȅ ŎǊŜŀǘǳǊŜΦά

Matt. 28:19-20 KJV "Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of theHoly 
Ghost: (20) Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you: and, lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of 
ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΦ !ƳŜƴΦά

Rick Warren's emphases on doing good works for people over preaching the Gospel has created a "lukewarm" message. The church wasto 
make disciples of men by teaching what Jesus taught. He who is all-knowing tells the pastor of the Laodiceansthat He knows the truth of 
his works. This is fitting because this pastor had fooled his church and made it blind.  Jesus sees Laodicea for what it is. It is always wise to 
try to see something as Jesus would.

When the Rapture of the church takes places it appears that Laodicea's ministry is left behind. It is a surprise to them Theyseem to be 
saying to the Lord in the following verse, "Lord, there must be some mistake! We are doing your will, look at the evidence." Mat 7:22-23 
KJV "Many will say to me in that day, Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in thy name? and in thy name have cast out devils? and in thy 
name done many wonderful works? (23) And then will I profess unto them, I never knew you: depart from me, ye that work iniquity.ά



Notice reason number three, "in thy name done many wonderful works?"This is the "felt needs ministry."It is important to pay attention 
to what Jesus said to the "Felt needs" preacher. Jesus will rebuke them, (23) "And then will I profess unto them, I never knew you: depart 
from me, ye that work iniquity."In other words Jesus will tell them, I was not apart of what you did in my name. I did not call you to do 
that. You trespassed upon the divine prerogative. You sought to please the "World" and in the process you have displeased me,now go 
away from meΦά

Normally, after Jesus says "I know thy works," He will compliment the church for the good He sees within. There is nothing Jesus can 
compliment this church for. He must go straight to their rebuke.

A historian wrote of the contrast between Philadelphia and Laodicea. They were both built to be missionary centers. They wereboth built 
by Greeks who felt the gods wanted them to spread their language and culture throughout the world. These cities were also trading 
centers. Philadelphia was a great success because the people were more concerned with their message than with money. Laodiceawas a 
great failure because the people were more concerned with money than their message. This is such an accurate comparison of the two last 
church ages.

It is plain to see Laodicea is more interested in money. Her whole 
message is loaded with ways for a person to get more money. 
Every one of those ways first requires people to send money to 
the preacher who has the secrets to financial success. 

(2 Pet 2:1-3 KJV) "But there were false prophets also among the 
people, even as there shall be false teachers among you, who 
privily shall bring in damnable heresies, even denying the Lord 
that bought them, and bring upon themselves swift destruction. 
{2} And many shall follow their pernicious ways; by reason of 
whom the way of truth shall be evil spoken of. {3} And through 
covetousness shall they with feigned words make merchandise 
of you: whose judgment now of a long time lingereth not, and 
their damnation slumberethnot."

Merchandise is a fitting word for Laodicea. An endless stream of items with the "anointing" are used to make people send in money: prayer 
cloths, holy anointing oil, water from the Red Sea, little statues, debt cancellation schemes... the list is endless. Often GƻŘΩs Word is 
corrupted to support these schemes. 2 Cor. 2:17 (KJV) "For we are not as many, which corrupt the word of God: but as of sincerity, but as 
of God, in the sight of God speak we in Christ." Every time a new scheme is plotted by Laodicea, the unsaved world hardens its heart 
towards the church. Every time the news exposes another fraud it becomes more difficult to persuade the lost to be saved. The"way of 
truth is evil spoken of." 



"That thou art neither cold not hot . . ."- Jesus is referring to the works or doctrine of the church. Previous views of this scripture 
state if you are cold you are indifferent--not really doing anything for God. On the other hand, if you are hot it means you areon fire and 
doing everything you can to spread the Gospel. These views are not correct. This scripture is referring to doctrine. Cold water has a 
refreshing quality while hot water has a healing effect. Jesus is pointing out Laodiceandoctrine has no refreshing or healing qualities 
whatsoever. 

"I would thou wert cold or hot . . ." Another misconception of this scripture follows along the same lines as the previous. The general 
consensus is Jesus wishes we were cold or hot. He would rather you are cold than lukewarm because there is a chance for you still. It 
sounds like it is better for you to be dead or unknowing in your faith than to be pulled into the lukewarmnessof Laodicea. The 
misunderstanding is thinking God would ever want a person to be cold in his doctrine. If a man is cold in doctrine he is deadto faith. This 
scripture is again referring to doctrine. It needs to be refreshing as a cold spring and healing as hot water. 

29. What are works?

30. ²Ƙȅ ŘƻŜǎ WŜǎǳǎ ǎŀȅ ϦǘƘŀǘ ǘƘƻǳ ŀǊǘ ƴŜƛǘƘŜǊ ŎƻƭŘ ƴƻǊ ƘƻǘΥ L ǿƻǳƭŘ ǘƘƻǳ ǿŜǊǘ ŎƻƭŘ ƻǊ ƘƻǘΚά

Rev. 3:16 (KJV) "So then because thou art lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, I will spuethee out of my mouth."

THE REBUKE: The city of Laodicea had no water of its own. This was a 
great weakness. If a city was to prosper, it had to have its own water 
source. As we have seen, water is a symbolism for doctrine. Laodicea has 
no doctrine of its own. Close to Laodicea was the city of Hieropolis.  
Hieropoliscontained a natural hot spring which was excellent for healing 
and medicinal purposes. Another city near Laodicea was Colossae. That 
city had a cold spring. Laodicea had neither a cold spring nor a hot spring. 
They had to import their water via an aqueduct or a pipeline. By the time 
the water arrived it was lukewarm and polluted. 

Aqueduct SectionPipeline Section

/ƻƭƻǎǎŀŜΩǎ ǿŀǘŜǊ ǿŀǎ ƭƛŦŜ ƎƛǾƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǊŜŦǊŜǎƘƛƴƎΦ Lǘ ǿŀǎ ŀƭǎƻ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜŘ ǎǘǊŀƛƎƘǘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǎƻǳǊŎŜΦ /ƻƭƻǎǎŀŜ ƘŀŘ 
ƳǳŎƘ ƛƴ ŎƻƳƳƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ tƘƛƭŀŘŜƭǇƘƛŀ ƛƴ ǘƘŀǘ ǊŜǎǇŜŎǘΦ [ŀƻŘƛŎŜŀ ǳǎŜŘ ŀƴ ŀǉǳŜŘǳŎǘ ǘƻ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜ /ƻƭƻǎǎŀŜΩǎ 
water. This helped Laodicea grow and gain wealth. As Laodicea expanded, Colossae began to decline. The 
people of Colossae went to Laodicea because they heard the water was better. 

Aqueduct Section



Laodicea had a "Transferable Blessing." 
DƻŘΩǎ ²ƻǊŘ ƛǎ ǎƻ ǾŜǊȅ ŀŎŎǳǊŀǘŜΦ нллл ȅŜŀǊǎ 
ago Jesus foresaw the latest religious fad of 
today. We are told a great revival is upon 
us. One of the catch phrases is the "River is 
here". Again, this is a tra nsferredriver. 
Laodiceanwater was a "Transferable 
.ƭŜǎǎƛƴƎϦΦ /ƻƭƻǎǎŀŜΩǎ ǿŀǘŜǊ ǿŀǎ ǘǊŀƴǎŦŜǊǊŜŘ 
to Laodicea through a six-mile long tube. 
Six is the number of man. Laodicea is 
entirely human effort. 

Aqueduct Section

Pipeline Section

Today we are receiving this doctrine through a man-made tube called cable and satellite 
television. The TBN network, (while there are other networks, TBN was the pioneer) is the 
source of much of the "Transferable Blessing." They transfer it right into our homes. Benny Hinn

has said if people want to see what heaven is like they should turn on 
their television to the Trinity Broadcast Network. The TBN is heaven on 
earth. When their loved ones die they will not be taken to the 
mortuary, but the families will bring their loved ones home, place them 
in front of the TV, turn the channel to TBN, pull the dead hand out of 
the coffin, place it on the TV and the person will be raised from the 
dead. Hinnstated that not just a few miracle resurrections would take 
place, but multitudes. Paul and Jan Crouch confirmed IƛƴƴΩǎprophecy 
by telling him about a dream Jan had when they started the TBN 

ƴŜǘǿƻǊƪΦ {ƘŜ ǎŀƛŘ ǎƘŜ ŘǊŜŀƳŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŜȄŀŎǘΣ ǎŀƳŜ ǘƘƛƴƎΦ Ϧbƻǿ ǿŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƴŜŜŘ WŜǎǳǎ ǘƻ ǊŜǎǳǊǊŜŎǘ ǳǎ 
because we can be resurrected by the TV! Hallelujah!!" I marvel that anyone could believe this? 

This is Laodiceanpollution. When someone is searching for the Lord and they turn on the aqueduct of Laodicea (the cable and satellite TV) 
they see this load of rubbish. Its affect upon the unsaved world is what Jesus was referring to in Matthew. 

Matt. 24:12 KJV "And because iniquity shall abound, the love of many shall wax cold." 

The natural desire of many people is to make peace with God. Each person who sees this kind of ministry for what it really is, isa soul that 
becomes hardened and lost. I have heard it express in these terms, "If that is a Christian, I am not interested in becoming one." Laodicea is 
not ŀ ƧƻƪŜΦ Lǘ ƛǎ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ƻŦ {ŀǘŀƴΩǎ ŀǾŜƴǳŜǎ ŦƻǊ ǘŀƪƛƴƎ ŀǎ Ƴŀƴȅ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǘƻ ƘŜƭƭ ŀǎ ƘŜ Ŏŀƴ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ƘŜ ƘƛƳǎŜƭŦ ƛǎ Ŏŀǎǘ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƭŀƪŜ of fire.



Actual Transcript from story mentioned above.

Benny Hinn: But here's first what I see for TBN. You're going to have people raised from the dead 
watching this network. You're going to have people raised from the dead watching TBN. Programs-just 
plain programs-programs that haven't done much when it comes to supernatural manifestations-
teaching programs. It's not going to be a Benny Hinnsaying "Stretch your hands." It's going to be your 
average teaching program, your normal Christian program that's blessing the church. There's going to 
be such power on these programs people will be raised from the dead worldwide. I'm telling you, I see 
this in the Spirit. It's going to be so awesome-Jesus I give you praise for this-that people around the 
world-maybe not so much in America-people around the world who will lose loved ones, will say to 
undertakers, "Not yet. I want to take my dead loved one and place him in front of that TV set for 24 
hours."

Paul Crouch: Benny Hinn! Jesus!

Benny Hinn: "I'm telling you. People will be--people-- I'm telling you, I feel the anointing talking 
here. People are going to be canceling funeral services and bringing their dead in their caskets, 
placing them--my God! I feel the anointing here - placing them before a television set, waiting for 
God's power to come through and touch them. And it's going to happen time and time--so much it's 
going to spread. You're going to hear it from Kenya to Mexico to Europe to South America, where 
people will be raised from the--so much so that the word will spread that if some dead person be 
put in front of this TV screen, they will be raised from the dead and they will be by the thousands. 
You wait. Now the Lord just told me--and I don't know whether this is true or not--as I'm saying this, 
the Lord said He gave you that word many, many years ago. " 

Paul Crouch: I have said that, yes.

Benny Hinn: I don't remember you saying that to me ever. 

Paul Crouch: No, I didn't. 

Benny Hinn: [He said] 'I've told him this already.' 

Paul Crouch: Yeah, the Lord spoke that to me in the very beginning of TBN and I didn't really -



Jan Crouch: And I had a dream. 

Benny Hinn: You had a dream. 

Paul Crouch: Yeah, tell him about that little ς

Jan Crouch: That's just a dream--people were being raised from the dead. Years ago. 

Paul Crouch: It's on tape. I said the day is coming. 

Benny Hinn: I see quite something amazing. I see rows of caskets lining up in front of this TV set and I 
see them bringing them closer to the TV set and as people are coming closer I see actually loved ones picking up the hands ofthe dead and 
letting them touch the screen and people are getting raised as their hands are touching that screen. 

...With this program - I'm not talking about my program - I'm talking programs, plain programs aired--the glory of God will be 
so on TBN that there's going to be divine resurrection happening as people bring their loved ones to the TV set. 

Paul Crouch: Just because it's His time. 

Benny Hinn: It's His time. Now here's something else I see. Jesus, I give You praise for this, I give You praise for this, I give You praisefor this-
-the day will come, Paul--and I pray you'll be here. I pray the Lord will allow you to be here and see it. I mean, physically behere. You're in 
your 60s now. But the day is going to come when the gifts of the Holy Spirit will so intensify in the church that young children will be 
watching TBN and signs and wonders will begin to take place through them. Impartations of the Spirit will come to them. A little child that 
knows nothing about the gifts, knows nothing about the anointing, knows nothing about the power of God, will be imbued with power 
from on high as a child, as that TV set comes on, and will go out like fire torches to their schools and their playgrounds and their families. I 
see children, I see children, what looks like fire in their lips spreading - but I see these kids touching the TV set, receivingit, and going out 
and spreading it. And it's going to happen with children in the U.S., Canada, all over the world. And I do see people being raised from the 
dead here, but I see masses of them overseas. (Praise The Lord, Trinity Broadcasting Network, October 19, 1999)

!ǎ ƛŦ ǿƘŀǘ ǇǳǊǇƻǊǘǎ ǘƻ ōŜ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴ ǘŜƭŜǾƛǎƛƻƴ ƛǎ ŘƻƛƴƎ ƛǎƴΩǘ ōŀŘ ŜƴƻǳƎƘΣ ŀƭƻƴƎ ŎƻƳŜ ƳŜƴ ŎƭŀƛƳƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŀōƛƭƛǘȅ 
to channel the blessing. When man interferes with God sickness always comes. Jesus warns us about these 
men.  Mat 7:21-23 (KJV) "Not everyone that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of 
heaven; but he that doeth the will of my Father which is in heaven. {22} Many will say to me in that day, 
Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in thy name? And in thy name have cast out devils? And in thy name 
done many wonderful works? {23} And then I will profess unto them, I never knew you: depart from me, 
ye that work iniquity." 



The Transferable Blessing- John Arnott, the senior pastor of the Toronto 
Airport Christian Fellowship (formerly the Toronto Airport Vineyard), claims he 
ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊǎ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ŎƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴŜŘ ǘƻ ƎƛǾŜ ǿƘŀǘ ƘŜ Ŏŀƭƭǎ ǘƘŜ ϦCŀǘƘŜǊΩǎ 
Blessing" away. In an interview with Faith Todaymagazine, he said, "God told 
us to give the anointing away to whoever would like it. Especially to pastors and 
elders who can bring it back to their churches. We want them to be the heroes-
-ƴƻǘ ǳǎΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ŀ ±ƛƴŜȅŀǊŘ ǘƘƛƴƎΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ DƻŘΦά

The anointing Pastor John Arnott is speaking of often manifests itself in the 
form of strange human behavior which has no Biblical precedence. In order to 
ŎƭŀǊƛŦȅ ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊ ǿŜ Ŏŀƴ ǉǳƻǘŜ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƭȅ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ¢ƻǊƻƴǘƻ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴ CŜƭƭƻǿǎƘƛǇΩǎ 
Home Page accessible to anyone on the Internet. 

The Transferable Blessing- John Arnott, the senior pastor of the Toronto Airport Christian Fellowship (formerly the Toronto Airport 
±ƛƴŜȅŀǊŘύΣ ŎƭŀƛƳǎ ƘŜ ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊǎ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ŎƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴŜŘ ǘƻ ƎƛǾŜ ǿƘŀǘ ƘŜ Ŏŀƭƭǎ ǘƘŜ ϦCŀǘƘŜǊΩǎ .ƭŜǎǎƛƴƎϦ ŀǿŀȅΦ Lƴ ŀƴ ƛƴǘŜǊǾƛŜǿ ǿƛth Faith Today
magazine, he said, "God told us to give the anointing away to whoever would like it. Especially to pastors and elders who canbring it back to 
their churches. We want them to be the heroes--ƴƻǘ ǳǎΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ŀ ±ƛƴŜȅŀǊŘ ǘƘƛƴƎΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ DƻŘΦά

The anointing Pastor John Arnott is speaking of often manifests itself in the form of strange human behavior which has no Biblical 
ǇǊŜŎŜŘŜƴŎŜΦ Lƴ ƻǊŘŜǊ ǘƻ ŎƭŀǊƛŦȅ ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊ ǿŜ Ŏŀƴ ǉǳƻǘŜ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƭȅ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ¢ƻǊƻƴǘƻ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴ CŜƭƭƻǿǎƘƛǇΩǎ IƻƳŜ tŀƎŜ ŀŎŎŜǎǎƛōƭŜ ǘƻanyone on the 
Internet. The description states, "The Toronto Blessing is a transferable anointing. In its most visible form it overcomes worshipers with 
ƻǳǘōǊŜŀƪǎ ƻŦ ƭŀǳƎƘǘŜǊΣ ǿŜŜǇƛƴƎΣ ƎǊƻŀƴƛƴƎΣ ǎƘŀƪƛƴƎΣ ŦŀƭƭƛƴƎΣ ŘǊǳƴƪŜƴƴŜǎǎΣ ŀƴŘ ŜǾŜƴ ōŜƘŀǾƛƻǊǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜŘ ŀǎ ŀ ΨŎǊossbetween a 
ƧǳƴƎƭŜ ŀƴŘ ŀ ŦŀǊƳȅŀǊŘΦΩ Ϧ !ǇǇŀǊŜƴǘƭȅ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴƴƻǘ ƎŜǘ ǘƘƛǎ ōƭŜǎǎƛƴƎ ǎǘǊŀƛƎƘǘ ŦǊƻƳ DƻŘΦ ¸ƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ Ǝƻ ǘƻ ŀ medium. Someone who has it has to 
transfer or impart it to the seeker. A type of guru now stands between the seeker and God. You will pardon 
me if I point out the many similarities between the "Toronto" experience and the demonic manifestations 
found throughout the New Age movement and also in many pagan religions. A number of Indian gurus, 
such as BagwhanShree Rajneesh and Ramakrishna, have had the power to transfer a state of rapturous 
bliss to their followers merely by touching them. In the case of Ramakrishna, these states were often 
accompanied by uncontrollable laughter or weeping. Swami Baba Muktanandaalso had this power, 
according to a former devotee. The resulting Kundalinilmanifestations included uncontrollable laughing, 
roaring, barking, crying, shaking, etc.... Some of his followers also became mute or unconscious, while 
many felt themselves infused with feelings of tremendous joy, peace, and love. 

Swami Baba Muktananda



Now compare that with what is taking place at the Toronto Airport Vineyard church (home of the Toronto 
Blessing). People are behaving and making sounds like animals in the church. Arnott, on page 178 of his book, 
¢ƘŜ CŀǘƘŜǊΩǎ .ƭŜǎǎƛƴƎ, claims when pastors and church leaders have acted like lions, oxen, and eagles in services 
he attended this had prophetic significance. There is no Biblical basis for this idea whatsoever. The happenings at 
Toronto were so horrific even John Wimber, along with the Vineyard Association, became alarmed. After twelve 
months of warnings were given to the Toronto Vineyard, they were expelled from the International Vineyard 
Movement. 

One remains but he is leaning. When there are more men falling away 
from the true faith, than are getting saved,

the Rapture will come.

This is a point we do not want to 
miss. This "new revival" is obtained 
by going to a place where the 
"river is flowing." You must have 
someone who has been 
"Imparted" or "Initiated into the

Blessing" lay hands on you. They will channelthe blessing to 
you. You cannot simply go to God yourself. You must go where 
God is moving. This is a blessing which takes you beyond the 
Baptism of the Holy Ghost. There is nothing in the Bible to 
confirm such an experience. Now it becomes clear why Jesus 
gave us this command: Matt. 24:23-26)"Then if any man shall 
say unto you, Lo, here is Christ, or there; Believe it not. {24} 
For there shall arise false Christs, and false prophets, and 
shall show great signs and wonders; insomuch that, if it were 
possible, they shall deceive the very elect. {25} Behold, I have 
told you before. {26} Wherefore if they shall say unto you, 
Behold, he is in the desert; go not forth; behold, he is in the 
secret chambers; Believe it not."

We are forbidden to run here or there hunting revival. We are to go directly to God for revival. The odds are very great we will be deceived 
when we chase after revival. God has promised to give each of us our own personal river if we will just go straight to Him. John 7:37-39 
(KJV) "In the last day, that great day of the feast, Jesus stood and cried, saying, If any man thirst, let him come to me, and drink. {38} He 
that believeth on me, as the scripture hath said, out of his belly shall flowrivers of living water. {39} But this spakehe of the Spirit, which 
they that believe on him should receive: for the Holy Ghost was not yet given; because that Jesus was not yet glorified." Everything about 
salvation has to do with removing the middleman between God and man. Everything about the "new revival" has to do with restoring the 
middleman. 



"So then because thou art lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot...." The city Laodicea had neither a cold spring nor a hot spring. 
Laodicea had to import their water via an aqueduct or a pipeline. By the time the water arrived it was lukewarm and polluted.If a person 
drank the water without boiling it, it would produce nausea and cause vomiting. If her water had been cold it would have refreshed and 
ƎƛǾŜƴ ƭƛŦŜΦ LŦ ƘƻǘΣ ƛǘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƘŀǾŜ ƘŜŀƭŜŘΦ [ŀƻŘƛŎŜŀΩǎ ǿŀǘŜǊ ŘƛŘ ƴƻǘ ƘŜƭǇ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ŘǊŀƴƪ ƛǘΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜ ƻŦǘŜƴ ŘŜŎŜƛǾŜŘ ƛƴǘƻthinking it was 
the best water ever created. Jesus could not be fooled. He trusted His own senses. You would do well to trust your senses. 

Lukewarm is the word "emesia" from which we get the word "emetic". Emetic means "that which produces nausea and causes one to 
vomit." Very literally Jesus is telling this church that their spiritual condition makes Him so sick to His stomach He could vomit. 

"I will" -- Greek, "I am about to; I am ready to; I have it in my mind"--Jesus implied the possibility of the threat not being executed if they 
repented at once. His dealings toward them will on how they deal with Him. 

"...Spuethee out of my mouth" Reject with righteous loathing as Canaan spuedout its inhabitants for their abominations. Physicians 
once used lukewarmwater to cause vomiting. Coldand hot drinks were common at feasts, but never lukewarm. The English translation 
pretties up what Christ actually said. "Spit you out of my mouth" would be literally translated "vomit." Here was a church that so disgusted 
the Savior He wanted to throw up. You cannot get much more disgusted. Ask yourself why you would want to swallow what makes Jesus 
Christ sick to His stomach. If Christ spews you out--if He has rejected you, do you think you are going in the Rapture? The obvious answer is 
no!

This church and pastor could comprise a significant part of the group of believers in this text- Rev 6:9-11 (KJV) "And when he had opened 
the fifth seal, I saw under the altar the souls of them that were slain for the word of God, and for the testimony which theyheld: {10} 
And they cried with a loud voice, saying, How long, O Lord, holy and true, dost thou not judge and avenge our blood on them that dwell 
on the earth? {11} And white robes were given unto every one of them; and it was said unto them, that they should rest yet for a little 
ǎŜŀǎƻƴΣ ǳƴǘƛƭ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŦŜƭƭƻǿ ǎŜǊǾŀƴǘǎ ŀƭǎƻ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ōǊŜǘƘǊŜƴΣ ǘƘŀǘ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ƪƛƭƭŜŘ ŀǎ ǘƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜΣ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ŦǳƭŦƛƭƭŜŘΦά

The parable of the Ten Virgins in Matthew 25 will teach us two things. 
First, you can miss the Rapture. 
Second, the blessings of God are not transferable. 

(Mat 25:1-13 KJV) "Then shall the kingdom of heaven be likened unto ten virgins, which took their lamps, and went forth to meet the 
bridegroom. {2} And five of them were wise, andfive were foolish. {3} They that were foolish took their lamps, and took no oil with 
them: {4} But the wise took oil in their vessels with their lamps. {5} While the bridegroom tarried, they all slumbered and slept. {6} And 
at midnight there was a cry made, Behold, the bridegroom cometh; go ye out to meet him. {7} Then all those virgins arose, andtr immed 
their lamps. {8} And the foolish said unto the wise, Give us of your oil; for our lamps are gone out. {9} But the wise answered, saying, 



Not so; lest there be not enough for us and you: but go ye rather to them that sell, and buy for yourselves. {10} And while they went to 
buy, the bridegroom came; and they that were ready went in with him to the marriage: and the door was shut. {11} Afterward came 
also the other virgins, saying, Lord, Lord, open to us. {12} But he answered and said, Verily I say unto you, I know you not.{13} Watch 
therefore, for ye know neither the day nor the hour wherein the Son of man comethΦά

The foolish asked the wise to transfer their blessing. Notice the ratio is 50% taken and 50% left. It is Philadelphia taken and Laodicea left. 
The wise virgins could not give the foolish oil and still have some for themselves. In other words, God and God alone is the source of 
blessings. People who claim to be sources of "Transferrable Blessing" are nothing more than cracked cisterns. Jer. 2:13(KJV) "For my people 
have committed two evils; they have forsaken me the fountain of living waters, and hewed them out cisterns, broken cisterns, that can 
hold no water." 

If I vomit or spit something out of my mouth is it still part of my body? NO! If I am Rapturedis something that is not part of my body going 
with me? NO! Those who are not part of the body will stay behind and go through the Tribulation period. 

31. What does this mean: "So then because thou art lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, I will spuethee out of my mouth?"

Rev 3:17 (KJV) "Because thou sayest, I am rich, and increased with goods, and have need of nothing; and knowestnot 
that thou art wretched, and miserable, and poor, and blind, and naked:...."

"Because thou sayest, I am rich, and increased 
with goods, and have need of nothing;"
Laodicea was one of the great commercial cities of the 
ancient world. Wealth and goods pumped through it like 
blood in a heart. There were three dominant 
characteristics of Laodicea. First, there was gold, silver, 
and great wealth. These were accumulated and stored in 
Laodicea. It was a financial center like New York with gold 
reserves like those of Fort Knox. The banking 
establishment serviced the entire province of Asia. 
Second, Laodicea was a manufacturing center for the

garment industry. It was known for "designer" clothes made from rich black wool. Jet black sheep were raised in this area andthey 
produced very expensive wool that went into custom clothes. These designs were sought after throughout the Roman empire. Lastly, this 
city was a medical center. 



An eye salve was produced there which was said to heal all manners of eye diseases. Everything their city was famous for, Jesus repudiates 
in the church, "you are poor, blind, and naked". The devil is doing the same thing to Christians of this church that he did to Jesus. He took 
Jesus up to high mountain and offered Jesus everything He could see. Jesus knew however, everything was already His--as does thetrue 
believer. The LaodiceanChristian is fooled by the devil and his empty promises. They have received their reward in the prosperity 
ƳƻǾŜƳŜƴǘΦ LŦ ȅƻǳ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ȅƻǳǊ ŘƻŎǘǊƛƴŜ ǘƻ ǿƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƭƻǎǘΣ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǿƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƭƻǎǘΣ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ǿƻƴ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ƳŀǎǘŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƭƻǎǘΣ ǘƘŜ ŘŜǾil. Some 
Charismaticsǎŀȅ WŜǎǳǎ ŘƛŜŘ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ƻǳǊ ǇƻǎǎŜǎǎƛƻƴǎ ōŀŎƪΦ WŜǎǳǎ ŎŀǊǊƛŜŘ ŀ ŎǊƻǎǎ ǳǇ /ŀƭǾŀǊȅΩǎ Ƙƛƭƭ ŀƴŘ ǿŀǎ ƴŀƛƭŜŘ ǘƻ ƛǘ Ƨǳǎǘ ǎƻ L ŎƻǳƭŘ ƎŜǘ my
stereo out of the pawn shop. Jesus died for our material possessions? That was not what was on his mind when he went to the cross.

The Church Growth people believe their great numbers and income must mean they are on the right track, and refuse to listen to the Lord. 
Jesus knew when Satan asked him to worship him, the cost of receiving what Satan had promised was worshiping the spirit of the world. He 
also knew that worship should only be given to God. Worship is not about pleasing the "seeker." In the "Seeker Friendly" movement 
worship is fashioned to please the unsaved. To please them is by default pleasing the spirit of the world, Satan. True worship seeks to please 
DƻŘΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǎŜƭŘƻƳ ǇƭŜŀǎŜǎ ǘƘŜ Ϧ{ŜŜƪŜǊΦά

Matt. 4:10 (KJV) Then saith Jesus unto him, Get thee hence, Satan: for it is written, Thou shalt worship the Lord thy God, and him only 
shalt thou serve.

The three things the city of Laodicea were famous for are the three planks of the Charismatic movement; the "Prosperity Movement," the 
rejection of the "Holiness Movement," and the "Anointing." This was a church who discovered a ways to get money itself. "I amrich and 
increased with goods." Notice Jesus did not lay claim to the "Prosperity Movement." Their message originated with them. They said it--He 
ŘƛŘ ƴƻǘ ǎŀȅ ƛǘ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜƳΦ WŜǎǳǎ ŎŀƳŜ ǘƻ ōǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƳ ŀ ƳŜǎǎŀƎŜ ǘƘŜȅ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ŦŜƭǘ ǘƘŜȅ ƘŀǾŜ ŦƻǳƴŘ ǿƘŀǘ ǿƻǊks,they had 
become pragmatic. If it worked then it must be right. If it improved their material wealth it must have the approval of God. They found what 
ōǊƛƴƎǎ ǘƘŜƳ ǿŜŀƭǘƘΦ [ŀƻŘƛŎŜŀ ŘƻŜǎ ƴƻǘ ǿŀƴǘ DƻŘΩǎ ²ƻǊŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǇǳƭǇƛǘǎΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ŦŜŜƭǎ ƛǘ ƴŜŜŘǎ ƴƻǘƘƛƴƎΦ bƻǘ ŜǾŜƴ WŜǎǳǎ /Ƙrist can talk to 
them. Their minds are set and their eyes are blind to the truth. 

This pragmatic view of Christianity is even worse in the final stages of the Laodiceanchurch. The "Seeker Friendly," "Purpose Driven," 
"Mega-Church" movement has found a way to gather large numbers of people into their control. They have had to appeal to the culture of 
the world around them to build their numbers. They have made friends with the world. They have entertained them with music that will 
appeal to the spirit of the world. They have sanitized their pulpits as to not offend them. They have tried to entrap them with good works. 
They have created small groups of all kinds to appeal to every weakness and desire of the flesh. Often the groups are structured in such a 
manner as to control and hold those who have been snared by their nets. Their marketing strategy is very successful. Large attendances are 
being experienced. Along with the attendances comes money, buildings and all of the things their hearts desire. Kingdoms are being built. 
When the Lord endeavors to correct their compromises, they refuse to hear him. All they can see are their numbers. They have rejected the 
Word of God and its warnings. 



1Tim.  6:5 KJV "Perverse disputingsof men of corrupt minds, and destitute of the truth, supposing that gain is godliness: from such 
withdraw thyself." 

They are deceived into thinking their gains in numbers and material possessions are proof God has blessed their efforts. If you desire to be 
in the will ofGod you must withdraw yourself from the clutches of the "Seeker Friendly" movement. 

"Knowestnot"--¢Ƙƛǎ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ŘƛŘ ƴƻǘ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǘǊǳŜ ŎƻƴŘƛǘƛƻƴΦ Iƻǿ ŎƻǳƭŘ ǘƘƛǎ ōŜΚ Lǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ Ƨƻō ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǎǘƻǊ ǘƻ ǇǊŜŀŎƘ DƻŘΩǎ ²ƻǊŘ ǘƻ Ƙƛǎ 
congregation. This letter was first directed to the pastor of the church of the Laodiceans. The angel of Laodicea has been conjectured as 
Archippus. Thirty years previous to this, Paul gave an admonition to Archippusto take heed of his ministry. Paul already knew Archippuswas 
not doing his job in a manner pleasing to God. Paul exhorted his readers to tell Archippusto see to (blepe, "look out" for dangers in) it that 
he complete the work (lit. "the ministry") God had given him. Whatever his problem he was not fulfilling (completing) his work. Archippusis 
a good representation of the Laodiceanage pastor. Col. 4:15-17 (KJV) "Salute the brethren which are in Laodicea, and Nymphas, and the 
church which is in his house. {16} And when this epistle is read among you, cause that it be read also in the church of the Laodiceans; 
and that ye likewise read the epistle from Laodicea. {17} And say to Archippus, Take heed to the ministry which thou hast received in the 
Lord, that thou fulfill it." The number one job of the pastor of the church is to give the Word of God to his church. Whoever the pastor was 
ƛǘ ƛǎ ŜǾƛŘŜƴǘ ƘŜ ŘƛŘ ƴƻǘ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳ Ƙƛǎ ƧƻōΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ DƻŘΩǎ ²ƻǊŘΦ ¢ƘŜ ƭŀŎƪ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ²ƻǊŘ ƻŦ DƻŘΣ ƳŀŘŜ ǘƘƛǎ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ōlind. Paul sent 
a letter to them, just as he sent a letter to Colossae. The epistle to the Colossians has been preserved in the Bible. What happened to the 
epistle to the Laodiceans? Is it lost? Did the church ever get to hear it? It is quite possible it was in conflict with the ministry of the pastor. 
He simply would not have allowed it to be read. Nothing doctrinalor controversial would come from his pulpit. Anything that would conflict 
with his methods would be controversial. 

Could it be when the Laodiceanchurch and pastor rejected their epistle they were rejecting their part of the book of life? Rev 22:19 (KJV) 
"And if any man shall take away from the words of this prophecy, God shall take away his part out of the book of life, and out of the 
holy city, and from the things which are written in this book." Perhaps adopting Laodicea's attitude caused them to reject the part of the 
Word of God that spoke to them. The message they wanted to preach is making them rich! The epistle to the Laodiceanswas rejected. The 
Book of Revelation, with its cutting edge message to the pastor of Laodicea, was left out of the Canon of Scripture formed atthe Synod of 
Laodicea in 367 A.D. They rejected that part of the Word of God. Christian tradition credits Epaphrasof Colossae as the founder of the 
church at Laodicea. Philemon was also from this general area. Archippusǿŀǎ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ ǘƻ ōŜ tƘƛƭŜƳƻƴΩǎ ǎƻƴΦ ¢ƘǳǎΣ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘŜǎ ŀǘ [ŀƻŘƛŎŜŀ 
and Colossae were strongly interconnected. There is a counterpart to this scenario in the modern Laodiceanchurch age. Laodicea and 
Philadelphia are interconnected. Many of the pastors and churches caught up in the "Renewal," "the Revival," "Third Wave," "Toronto 
Blessing," "the River,""Seeker Friendly," Purpose Driven," and "Church Growth" movements are those whose beginnings can be traced 
back to the Pentecostal-Holiness movement. It has been previously stated when Laodicea began to prosper she did so largely at CoƭƻǎǎŀŜΩǎ 
ŜȄǇŜƴǎŜΦ [ŀƻŘƛŎŜŀ ǘǊŀƴǎŦŜǊǊŜŘ /ƻƭƻǎǎŀŜΩǎ ǿŀǘŜǊΣ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŀƴŘ ǿŜŀƭǘƘΦ ¢ƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ƛǎ ƘŀǇǇŜƴƛƴƎ ǘƻŘŀȅΦ Lǘ ƛǎ tƘƛƭŀŘŜƭǇƘƛŀΩǎ ǿŀǘŜǊΣ Ǉeople, and 
experience that is being stolen and polluted.



"Thou art wretched, and miserable"-- This was the true condition of the "End Time Church." They were too blind to see it. They were 
wretched because they were rejected by the Lord. They were not renewed by the "washing of the water by the Word of God". ThisdoŜǎƴΩǘ 
sound like anything we are hearing today. We are told we are a part of the great end time revival. Everything is going great!DoƴΩǘ Ƴƛǎǎ ǘƘŜ 
Ϧ9ƴŘ ¢ƛƳŜ aƻǾŜ ƻŦ DƻŘϦΗ ²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ǘƻƭŘ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ WƻŜƭΩǎ ǊŜǾƛǾŀƭΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜ ǘƻ ǘŜƭƭ ǳǎ DƻŘ Ƴǳǎǘ ǇƻǳǊ ƻǳǘ Iƛǎ {ǇƛǊƛǘ ǳǇƻƴ ŀƭƭ Ŧƭeshbefore the 
Rapture can happen. Part of this passage is quoted out of context:

"Joel 2:28-31 (KJV) And it shall come to pass afterward, that I will pour out my spirit upon all flesh; and your sons and your daughters 
shall prophesy, your old men shall dream dreams, your young men shall see visions. {29} And also upon the servants and upon the 
handmaids in those days I will pour out my spirit. {30} And I will show wonders in the heavens and in the earth, blood, fire,and pillars of 
smoke. {31} The sun shall be turned into darkness, and the moon into blood, before the great and the terrible day of the Lordcome."

They hook people in by telling them this is happening today. Reading the entire book of Joel will reveal this book is not forthe "Gentile 
Church." It is for the nation of Israel and the Jews. The "Latter Rain" outpouring of the Holy Ghost happens in the middle ofthe "Seven Year 
Tribulation." It happens after the Antichrist has been in power for 3 1/2 years. The terrible things of chapter six of the book of Revelation 
will have happened. This is when the nation of Israel will accept Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior. Then, and only then, will the real "Latter 
Rain" take place. There will be nothing greater for the Bride of Christ than the outpouring of the Holy Ghost that took placeat/ƻǊƴŜƭƛǳǎΩ 
house. That experience has never been withdrawn. The Baptism of the Holy Ghost is still available to those who are willing todo things 
DƻŘΩǎ ǿŀȅΦ IŜ ƛǎ ŀ Iƻƭȅ DƻŘ ǘƘŀǘ ŘŜƳŀƴŘǎ ƘƻƭƛƴŜǎǎ ŦǊƻƳ Iƛǎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΦ LŦ ȅƻǳ Ƴǳǎǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ōŜȅƻƴŘ ǘƘŜ Iƻƭȅ DƘƻǎǘ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ƛn line to 
ōŜ ŘŜŎŜƛǾŜŘΦ ¢ƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ ǘƛƳŜ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ƛƴǾƛǘŜǎ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ WƻŜƭΩǎ .ŀǊ ŦƻǊ ŀ ŘǊƛƴƪ ƻǊ ƛƴǾƛǘŜǎ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ Ƨƻƛƴ WƻŜƭΩǎ ŀǊƳȅΣ ǘŜƭƭ ǘƘŜƳ Ϧbƻ ǘƘankǎΗ LΩŘ ǊŀǘƘŜǊ Ǝƻ 
in the Rapture!" It is not so great when the Lord calls you wretched. 

I must sound a note of caution to those of you who are in one of the assorted groups that combine to produce the Laodiceanexperience. It 
may seem to you that a lot of good is being done. You may describe, like the original Laodicea pastor, your results in glowing terms. You may 
feel that your ability to draw and hold large crowds is proof that you are approved of God. You are only looking on the surface,Jesus sees 
under the surface. He sees the condition of those who are caught in this giant net. He pronounces the true condition of the fruit of this 
ƳƛƴƛǎǘǊȅΣ Ϧ¢Ƙƻǳ ŀǊǘ ǿǊŜǘŎƘŜŘΣ ŀƴŘ ƳƛǎŜǊŀōƭŜΣ ŀƴŘ ǇƻƻǊΣ ŀƴŘ ōƭƛƴŘΣ ŀƴŘ ƴŀƪŜŘΥ ΦΦΦΦά

You must consider that you may only be at the beginning of a road that is leading to destruction. Satan will always make surethat the 
beginning of the road is inviting and deceptive. You will not see the end of the matter until it is too late. God, with his ability to know exactly 
what the future holds, has already seen the end of the road. You are on a road that will lead you and all who are on it with you to 
destruction. God is trying to warn you off of the road of destruction. Matt. 7:13-15 KJV "Enter ye in at the strait gate: for wide is the gate, 
and broad is the way, that leadethto destruction, and many there be which go in thereat: (14) Because strait is the gate, and narrow is 
the way, which leadethunto life, and few there be that find it. (15) Beware of false prophets, which come to you in sheep's clothing, but 
inwardly they are ravening wolves."



¢ƘŜ ŎƻƴŘƛǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ [ŀƻŘƛŎŜŀΩǎ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎƘƛǇ ŀǊŜ ƴƻ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǳƴǎŀǾŜŘΦ ¢ƘŜƛǊ ŎƻƴŘƛǘƛƻƴǎ Ƴŀȅ ŜǾŜƴ ōŜ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ǿƻǊǎŜ ǘƘŀƴthose who 
have never gone to church. Those outside of the church may understand that they are in great need and be open to the truth. Laodicea, on 
the other hand, is not open to the truth. Therefore, they do not know their true condition, Rev. 3:17 (KJV) "Because thou sayest, I am rich, 
and increased with goods, and have need of nothing; and knowestnot that thou art wretched, and miserable, and poor, and blind, and 
ƴŀƪŜŘΥΦΦΦΦά

We are going to look at each of the conditions that Jesus has diagnosed Laodicea as having, but before that I must point out that the church 
is blind. I will be talking about the blindness and what it means later in this study. This church is blind, they cannot see the truth, they are

bound to stumble in the darkness. The only way to get your sight back is by seeing 
everything through the eyes of God. The Bible is his vision of things as they really are. If 
you really love the truth you must be willing to see this church age and its leaders as God
sees them. 

"Wretched" Webster's Dictionary 1828 - Very miserable; sunk into deep affliction or 
distress, either from want, anxiety or grief.

This is not the state of a born again believer, it is the natural state of a man of the world. 
It is the life of the unsaved. A friend of mine was visiting with me not long ago, Bishop 

Charles Linton.Bishop Linton told me that, Rev. 3:17 KJV "Because thou sayest, I 
am rich, and increased with goods, and have need of nothing; and knowest
not that thou art wretched, and miserable, and poor, and blind, and 
naked:," troubled him. He said he asked God about this verse. How could believers be 
said to be wretched, miserable, poor, blind and naked? He felt that God was asking him in 
his spirit are my people "wretched?" He answered, No Lord, your people are not

wretched. Again Bishop Linton felt God ask him the same question for each condition and the answer was always the same, No, Lord your 
people are not this way.Only one conclusion could be reached. This is a pastor and flock who are not saved but think that theyare. They 
didn't know their true state.

"Miserable" Webster's Dictionary 1828- State of misery; poorness.

One of the side effects of real salvation is joy. This ministry seems to be producing a continual state of misery. How could this happen? 
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"Poor"-- The church of Laodicea was located in one of the richest cities in the world. Still, Jesus called them poor. Contrast this with the 
church of Smyrna. They were suffering the loss of all things. They were dying under the hand of Rome, yet Jesus proclaimed them rich. 
Laodicea was filled to the brim with material wealth and Jesus proclaimed them poor. Jesus said this because of His perspective.He was in 
Heaven when He spoke these words. He knows the Smyrna believer will be with Him and will inherit the streets of gold. He alsoknows 
Laodicea will be spewed out. They will be left for the Tribulation where a bag of gold will not buy a loaf of bread. How poorthey are. 
Nothing they have will last. All will be destroyed. Laodicea was a rich banking center. 
They sold black garments to increase their wealth. They sold the "anointing eye salve" to 
make money. All they did was done for monetary profit. When God looks, He sees no 
gold--no treasure in heaven for Laodicea. This could have been avoided, but they made
idols of gold and personal success. 

"And blind"-- This is odd considering Laodicea was a city famous for its healing eye 
salve. Can you imagine Mrs. Laodicea with her black anointed eye salve, black stylish 
robes, and golden earrings? Imagine her hearing the Lord call her blind, poor, and naked. 
If you are having trouble visualizing this all you have to do is tune in to the leading ladies 
of Christian TV. Take a close look at those eyes. Those eyes belong to the spiritual 
trend--setters of the church world today. We are reminded of another lady who set 
ǎǇƛǊƛǘǳŀƭ ǎǘŀƴŘŀǊŘǎ ŦƻǊ DƻŘΩǎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΦ 2 Kings 9:30 (KJV) "And when Jehu was come to 
JezreelΣ WŜȊŜōŜƭ ƘŜŀǊŘ ƻŦ ƛǘΤ ŀƴŘ ǎƘŜ ǇŀƛƴǘŜŘ ƘŜǊ ŦŀŎŜΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƛŜŘ ƘŜǊ ƘŜŀŘΣ ŀƴŘ ƭƻƻƪŜŘ ƻǳǘ ŀǘ ŀ ǿƛƴŘƻǿΦά

Much is said about the "anointing" today. Laodicea had a fake anointing. Their favorite god was Aesculapius, the Greek god ofmedicine and 
the pagan counterfeit of the Messiah. He was known as the "Great Physician." In this temple was made the famous Phrygian eye salve, 
collyrium. This was sold in all parts of the then-known world. This gives forceful meaning to the counsel of the real "Great Physician." He 
advised the spiritually blind Laodiceansto buy eye salve from Him that they may have spiritual vision. The God of the Philadelphia church 
was not popular in Laodicea. Their power was phony--ƛǘ ƴŜǾŜǊ ƘŜŀƭŜŘ ŀƴȅƻƴŜΦ ¢Ƙŀǘ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƳŀǘǘŜǊ ǘƘƻǳƎƘΦ ¢ƘŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǎǘƛƭƭ ōelieved and 
gave their money to Laodicea. The eye salve people purchased was placed on the eyes using spikenard oil. They were anointed with oil. It is 
ironic a church famous for its great anointing and sight would be pronounced blind by our Lord. They made themselves blind with 
ŀŘƳƻƴƛǘƛƻƴǎ ƭƛƪŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴΣ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƧǳŘƎŜΣ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǘƘƛƴƪΣ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǊŜŀǎƻƴΣ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƭƻƻƪ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ .ƛōƭŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƛǎΣ Ƨǳǎǘ ōƭƛƴŘƭȅ ōŜƭƛŜve.

People are enticed to turn off all the warning systems God has given to protect them.Two things give sight to the believer theWord of God 
and the Holy Ghost. The Bible has been pushed back into the Dark Ages, crafted messages are bought and sold, then acted outGone is 
anointed preaching of the Word of God on a Sunday morning. 
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